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niander, 'however, a personal telegram from the
Secretary of State appeared as of no weight against
the official orders of the President, and he con-
tinued his voyage to Pensacola.
The mercurial temper of Seward conies out
even in the caustic narrative written afterwards
by Welles. Evidently Seward was deeply morti-
fied and depressed by the incident. He remarked,
says Welles, that old as he was he had learned
a lesson, and that was that he had better attend
to his own business. "To this," commented his
enemy, "I cordially assented.'5
Nevertheless Seward's loss of faith in himself was
only momentary. A night's sleep was sufficient to
restore it. His next communication to the com-
missioners shows that he was himself again, sure
that destiny owed him the control of the situation.
On the following day the commissioners had got
wind of the relief expedition and pressed him for
Information, recalling his assurance that nothing
would be done to their disadvantage. In reply,
still through a third person, Seward sent them the
famous message, over the precise meaning of which
great debate has raged: "Faith as to Sumter fully
kept; wait and see." If this infatuated dreamer
still believed he could dominate Lincoln, still